
 

JNP Coffee founder elected to SCA board 

Global organization supports coffee industry sustainability 

SHREWSBURY, Mass., December 13, 2021 – Jeanine Niyonzima-Aroian, founder of JNP Coffee, has been 
elected to a two-year term on the Specialty Coffee Association’s Board of Directors, effective January 1, 
2022. 

The board’s 18 volunteer members provide the SCA with mission-based leadership and strategic 
governance in partnership with its Chief Executive Officer. Niyonzima-Aroian was nominated by the 
organization in late August. Voting by SCA members worldwide was held from Nov. 1-30.   

Niyonzima-Aroian founded JNP Coffee in 2012. As a coffee exporter and importer, she advances both 
the global specialty coffee industry and farmers in her native country, Burundi, East Africa, by producing, 
promoting and trading the specialty coffee grown in the mountains there.  

She is a licensed Q. grader and was recently certified as a Q. Processor Level 1, the only Burundi native 
to hold both certifications from the Coffee Quality Institute. 

A strong advocate for women coffee farmers, Niyonzima-Aroian supports high quality production 
through premium incentives for high-scoring coffee, lessons in financial literacy, and leadership skills. 
Founder of the nonprofit Burundi Friends International, she is committed to educating Burundi’s people 
for the economic empowerment of self-sustaining coffee communities.  

Niyonzima-Aroian founded JNP Coffee after a career in international telecommunications. She holds an 
MBA from the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University. Previously Northeast 
Regional Coordinator for the SCA US Chapter, she currently serves as its Community Coordinator, 
hosting frequent online Business Chats with a wide range of experts on the coffee industry.  

The SCA is a trade association that fosters global coffee communities to support activities that make 
coffee more sustainable and equitable. Its membership includes coffee farmers, baristas, roasters and 
others from every element of the coffee value chain. SCA acts as a unifying force in the specialty coffee 
industry and works to improve coffee by raising standards worldwide through a collaborative and 
progressive approach, according to the organization’s website.  
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